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2010 CENTRAL MINNESOTA COUNCIL SCOUT PINEWOOD 

DERBY RULES 

Central Minnesota Council, BSA   

THE SCOUT  OATH AND LAW APPLY HERE, AS THEY DO EVERYWHERE AND ALWAYS! 

 

**COMPLIANCE WITH THE DERBY RULES IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CAR 

BUILDER.  ANY INFRACTION, WHETHER DISCOVERED AT WEIGH-IN OR ON RACE 

DAY, MAY LEAD TO DISQUALIFICATION OF PARTIES INVOLVED.  POOR 

SPORTSMANSHIP CAN LEAD TO IMMEDIATE DISQUALIFICATION! 

WEIGH-IN 
 

 ALL CARS MUST BE WEIGHED IN AND IMPOUNDED BY THE END OF WEIGH-IN OR 

THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RACE ON RACE DAY 
 

RACE DAY 
 

GROUND RULES 
 IF A CAR (OR ANY PART OF A CAR) LEAVES ITS LANE AND INTERFERES WITH 

ANOTHER CAR, THE HEAT WILL BE RE-RUN.  IF THE SAME CAR LEAVES ITS LANE 

A SECOND TIME AND INTERFERES WITH ANOTHER CAR, THE HEAT WILL BE RE-

RUN AGAIN WITHOUT THE INTERFERING CAR.  THE INTERFERING CAR WILL 

AUTOMATICALLY BE DISQUALIFIED FROM THE RACE. 

 IF CAR JUMPS OFF THE TRACK, THE HEAT WILL BE RUN AGAIN. IF THE SAME CAR 

JUMPS OFF THE RACK A SECOND TIME, IT WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY 

DISQUALIFIED FROM THE RACE 

 IF A CAR SUFFERS MECHANICAL PROBLEMS, THE OWNER WILL BE GIVEN THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO REPAIR THE CAR IN A 5 MINUTE TIME LIMIT.  REPAIRED CARS 

WILL BE INSPECTED.  YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO CORRECT PROBLEMS YOU 

ARE HAVING 2 TIMES AND IF IT HAPPENS AGAIN A THIRD TIME, YOUR CAR WILL 

BE DISQUALIFIED. 

 PROPER POSITIONING OF THE CARS WILL BE LIMITED TO CORRECT DIRECTION 

OF THE CAR AND REASONABLE ALIGNMENT OF CAR TO TRACK. 

 THE RACE WILL BE A DOUBLE ELIMINATION CONDUCTED ACCORDING TO RANK 

CLASSIFICATION.  THE WINNERS OF EACH RANK WILL COMPETE FOR AN 

OVERALL DISTRICT OR COUNCIL DERBY SPEED AWARD. 

 CARS MUST HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THIS YEAR’S RACE.  YOU MAY NOT USE 

PREVIOUSLY MADE CARS. 

 EACH HEAT WILL BE DOUBLE ELIMINATION. 
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LUBRICATION 
 ONLY DRY POWDERED LUBRICANTS, SUCH AS GRAPHITE, MAY BE USED.  

REGULAR OILS AND SILICONE SPRAYS MAY SOFTEN THE PLASTIC WHEELS. 

 EXCESSIVE LUBRICATION IS PROHIBITED AS IT MAY CAUSE DAMAGE TO 

EQUIPMENT OR FLOORS. 

 CARS MAY BE LUBRICATED BEFORE INSPECTION.  NO FURTHER LUBRICATION 

WILL BE PERMITTED. 
 

LENGTH, WIDTH AND CLEARANCE 
 MAXIMUM OVERALL WIDTH (INCLUDING WHEELS AND AXLES) SHALL NOT 

EXCED 2 ¾”. 

 MINIMUM WIDTH BETWEEN WHEELS SHALL BE 1 ¾” SO CAR WILL CLEAR 

CENTER GUIDE STRIP ON THE TRACK. 

 MINIMUM DISTANCE BETWEEN BOTTOM OF CAR AND TRACK SHALL BE 3/8” SO 

CAR WILL CLEAR THE CENTER GUIDE STRIP ON TRACK.  THE DISTANCE ALSO 

APPLIES TO ANY PROTUSION FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE CAR, SUCH AS 

WEIGHTS. 

 MAXIMUM LENGTH SHALL NOT EXCEED 7” TO INCLUDE ACCESSORIES. 
 

WEIGHT AND APPEARANCE 
 WEIGHT SHALL NOT EXCEED 5.0 OUNCES. THE READINGS OF THE OFFICIAL RACE 

SCALE WILL BE CONSIDERED FINAL.  THE CAR MAY BE HOLLOWED OUT AND 

BUILT UP TO THE MAXIMUM WEIGHT BY THE ADDITION OF OTHER MATERIALS 

PROVIDED THEY ARE SECURELY BUILT INTO THE BODY OR FIRMLY AFFIXED TO 

IT.  NO LOOSE MATERIALS OF ANY KIND ARE PERMITTED IN OR ON THE CAR. 

 ONLY OFFICIAL BSA PINEWOOD DERBY KITS CAN BE USE. (YELLOW PINE ONLY) 

CARS FROM OTHER SOURCES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED. 

 MERCURY SHALL NOT BE USED.  IT IS A HEALTH HAZARD. 

 DETAILS SUCH AS STEERING WHHELS, DRIVER, SPOILER, DECALS, PAINTING, 

EXPERIOR AND INTERIOR DETAILS ARE PERMISSIBLE AS LONG AS THE CAR 

SATISFIES LENGTH, WIDTH, CLEARANCE AND WEIGHT SPECIFICATIONS. 

 CARS WITH WET PAINT OR GLUE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

 THE OFFICIAL RACE TEAM WILL ATTACH A CAR NUMBER TO THE CAR USING A 

SMALL ADHESIVE-BACKED LABEL.  THE LOCATION FOR THIS NUMBER WILL BE 

ON THE TOP OF THE CAR SO THAT THE OFFICIAL PINEWOOD DERBY STARTER 

CAN EASILY IDENTIFY THE CORRECT CAR AND ITS PROPER DIRECTION OF 

TRAVEL. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHEELS AND AXLES 
 THE ONLY WHEELS AND AXLES ALLOWED ARE FROM THE BSA OFFICIAL 

PINEWOOD DERBY KITS 
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 ALL WHEELS MUST HAVE THE ORIGANAL RAISED BSA – PINEWOOD DERBY 

LETERS ON THE OUT SIDE OF THE WHEEL  AND THE ORIGINAL OFFICAL BSA 

MADE IN THE USA ON THE IN SIDE OF THE WHEEL 

 THE WHEEL SURFACE MAY NOT BE BEVELED OR SHAVED. 

 THE AXEL GROOVES PROVIDED IN THE BLOCK OF WOOD DO NOT HAVE TO BE 

USED. 

 THE WHEELBASE MAYBE EXTENDED BUT THE WHEELS MAY NOT EXTEND PAST 

THE FRONT OR REAR OF THE CAR BODY. 

 WHEEL BEARINGS, SPACERS OR BUSHINGS ARE PROHIBITED. 

 THE CAR SHALL NOT RIDE ON ANY TYPE OF SPRINGS. 

 THE CAR MUST BE FREEWHEELING WITH NO STARTING DEVICE OR OTHER 

PROPULSION. 

 ONLY OFFICIAL BSA AXELS CAN BE USED AND THAY MUST BE STOCK DIAMETER 

 NO WHEEL COVERS WILL BE PERMITTED. 
 

INSPECTION AND DISPUTES 
 EACH CAR MUST PASS INSPECTION BY THE OFFICIAL INSPECTION TEAM BEFORE 

IT CAN COMPETE.  THE INSPECTION TEAM HAS THE RIGHT TO DISQUALIFY 

THOSE CARS THAT DO NOT MEET THESE RULES.  CAR OWNERS WILL BE 

INFORMED OF THE VIOLATIONS AND GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO MODIFY THE 

CAR TO MEET THESE RULES.  IF THE CAR CANNOT BE MODIFIED TO MEET THE 

RULES, THE CAR WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO RUN.  NO PRIZES OR RECOGNITION 

WILL BE AWARDED. 

 ANY PARTICIPANT OR HIS PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL TO THE RACE 

COMMITTEE FOR AN INTERPRETATION OF THESE RULES.  THE RACE COMMITTEE, 

BY MAJORITY VOTE, WILL BE THE FINAL JUDGE OF THESE RULES.  IN CASE OF A 

TIE VOTE, THE DECISION OF THE RACE COMMITTEE CHAIR WILL BE FINAL. 
 

AWARDS 
 RACE AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN FOR 1

ST
, 2

ND
 AND 3

RD
 PLACE FOR EACH RANK 

TIGERS, WOLVES, BEARS AND WEBELOS I AND II AND OVERALL RACE FINAL 

HEAT.   

 THERE WILL BE AN OPEN RACE AVAILABLE FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS THAT ABIDE 

BY THE RULES MENTIONED ABOVE.  THERE WILL BE A FEE OF $2.00 PER RACE 

CAR ENTRY IN THE OPEN CLASS. 

 PRIMARY APPEARANCE AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN OUT FOR COOLEST DESIGN, 

BEST PAINT JOB AND MOST ORIGINAL BY VOTING FOR YOUR FAVORITE CAR. 

 THERE WILL BE SECONDARY AWARDS FOR ADDITIONAL HUMOROUS 

CATEGORIES SUCH AS MOST FUEL EFFICIENT, MOST GROSS DESIGN, FARTHEST 

FLIGHT OFF THE TRACK... WELL, YOU GET THE PICTURE!  WE NEED TO 

ENTERTAIN AND HAVE FUN! 
 OVERALL DISTRICT RACE AWARDS WILL BE 1S T, 2ND AND 3RD PLACE WINNERS.  ALL WILL RECEIVE A PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE. 


